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[F] ‘For she said, ‘Ethat he may abide there forever’ I Sam. [:22 ). 


[G] “And is it not the case that ‘forever’ for the Levite is only fifty 
years, for it is written, ‘And from the age of fifty years they shall 
withdraw from the work of the service and serve no more’ ( Num. 
8:25)? 


[H] “And [Samuel] lived for fifty-two years [even though a Levite 
lives only for fifty]. 


[I] “[But the two years do not count,”] R. Yosé b. R. Bun said, “The 
two years were prior to the point at which Samuel was weaned.” 


[J] “And here [at B] he has said this [that praying a lot is a good 
thing]! 


[K] Here [where it is not a good thing] we deal with an individual, but 
there [where it is a good thing] we deal with the community at 
large. 


[L] R. Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan, R. Simeon b. Halputah in 
the name of R. .Meir: “‘And it happened, as she abundantly 
prayer’ (2 Sam. 1:12). On the basis of this verse we learn that 
whoever prays abundantly is answered.” 


To what does “the closing of the gates” [correspond that is, why is this 
the name of the service] [M. 4:1B]? 


Rabbis of Caesarea say, “There was a dispute between Rab and R. 
Yohanan. 


“Rab said, ‘To the closing of the gates of Heaven [at night].’ 


“R. Yohanan said, ‘To the closing of the gates of the Temple [before 
sunset].’” 


Said R. Yudan of Antondaria, “The Mishnah itself supports the view of 
R. Yohanan: ‘On three occasions in the year priests raise up their 
hands in the priestly benediction tour times a day: at the morning 
prayer. the additional prayer, the afternoon prayer, and the 
closing of the gates’ [M. 4:1A-B]. 


“Now can you say that there is a closing of the gates of heaven by day 
[Surely not!” 


[G] The brother of the mother of Rab Ada was keeping the cloak of 
Rab on the Day of Atonement. [Rab] said to him, “When you see 
the sun at the top of the palm tree, give me my cloak, so that I may 


